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For Immediate Release:
Women Nationwide Celebrate Second Annual Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer Week

(September 25th – October 2, 2011)
Movement to raise awareness about hereditary cancers gains momentum
BOCA RATON, FL - September 14th, 2011 – With National Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer (HBOC) Week quickly approaching on September 25th, previvors around the United States seek to highlight their medical community and spread the word about hereditary cancer risk.

Previvors are people who have not had cancer but possess a predisposition to develop it. This population includes (but is not limited to) those with a breast cancer mutation (BRCA), about 750,000 individuals in the United States alone.  It’s estimated that more than 90% of these people don’t know about their risk, which can reach up to an 87% chance for developing breast cancer in their lifetime and up to a 44% chance for developing ovarian cancer. The need to educate these people is so dire that the House of Representatives passed a resolution designating the last week of September HBOC week and the last Wednesday of September National Previvor Day (September 28th).
“HBOC week is critical because it helps people understand they have the ability to take charge of their health and fight cancer before it even strikes,” says Dina Roth Port, author of Previvors: Facing the Breast Cancer Gene and Making Life-Changing Decisions, the first comprehensive guidebook for previvors. “It’s amazing to see the previvor community emerging on all fronts: From further advances in genetics and medicine, to recognition by Congress. I hope to bring this national dialogue to more high-risk women through my book.”

Previvors has already won two awards—the National Book Award and a Mom’s Choice Award—and has helped thousands of women nationwide. The book includes research based on Roth Port’s interviews with more than 70 leading medical experts and interweaves the personal, human stories of five previvors who made the difficult yet empowering decision to undergo prophylactic mastectomies.

Roth Port will be honored at the annual meeting of The National Society of Genetic Counselors as a plenary speaker in October. She and the women profiled in Previvors frequently speak at venues around the country about breast cancer risk, from the medical as well as the personal perspective.

About the Book:
PREVIVORS: Facing the Breast Cancer Gene and Making Life-Changing Decisions

By Dina Roth Port

Avery Paperback Original

Price: $16.00

http://www.previvors.com. 

About The Previvors, LLC:

The Previvors, LLC is a group of previvors dedicated to providing education and resources to other families at risk for breast and ovarian cancer. To further help others, they launched the book, Previvors, in collaboration with author Dina Roth Port, and a Previvors iPhone app, an easy tool that helps determine one's risk for Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer. 
-more-

About the Author:

Dina Roth Port served as an editor at Glamour and Parenting magazines. Now a full-time freelance 
writer for publications such as Glamour, Self, Prevention, and The Huffington Post, she lives in Boca Raton, FL. To learn more about Dina Roth Port, please visit her website at www.dinarothport.com
About Avery:

Avery, a Penguin Group imprint focusing on health, wellness, fitness, psychology, and popular science, is best known for publishing cutting-edge, but accessible books from the top experts in their fields. Founded in 1976, Avery quickly established itself as the most successful independent publisher of health books in the market. Penguin Group (USA) Inc. acquired it as an imprint in 1999 with a strong commitment to continue publishing respected, up-to-the-minute books with a clear focus on helping people make the most of their lives.
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